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SUBJECT: Approve a capital asset purchase.

REQUEST(S):
That the Board of Supervisors:
1. Approve a capital asset purchase of two vehicles in an amount not to exceed
$56,016; and

2. Approve the necessary budget adjustments per the attached AUD 308
(4/5ths Vote Required).

SUMMARY:
The Office of the District Attorney has been a recipient of a Workers’ Compensation
Insurance Fraud Program (WC Program) grant for over 25 years. Funded by the
California Department of Insurance (CDI), the purpose of the WC Program is to
investigate and prosecute fraudulent workers’ compensation cases committed by
employees and employers in Tulare County, including claimant, premium,
unemployed insurer, and insider fraud.

CDI occasionally allows for the purchase of automobiles for investigative use, and
has recently approved the purchase of two vehicles in our Fiscal Year 2019/20 WC
Program budget. The Department is seeking approval from the Board to purchase
these vehicles for WC Program investigator use.

The Department seeks to purchase one 2020 Ford Escape at a cost of $25,440.
The Department would also like to purchase one Chevrolet Equinox at a cost of
$25,484. Adding a 10% contingency, the total not-to-exceed cost for both vehicles
will be $56,016.
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These vehicles will be used by WC Program investigators for field investigations,
including insurance compliance checks and video surveillance on individuals
suspected of claimant fraud.

The total cost of this purchase is well below the $100,000 threshold which triggers
the need to go through the County’s bid process. The Department will work with
Motor Pool to follow their guidelines for sole sourcing these purchases.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING:
The purchase will include one 2020 Ford Escape at a cost of $25,440, and one
Chevrolet Equinox at a cost of $25,484. Adding a 10% contingency, the total not-to-
exceed cost for both vehicles will be $56,016. This purchase is covered 100%
through the WC Program (Unit 3182) and it will be paid during FY2019/20. There is
no net County cost to the General Fund.

LINKAGE TO THE COUNTY OF TULARE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN:
The County’s five-year Strategic Business Plan includes Safety and Security
Initiatives. The purchase of these vehicles ensures our WC Program investigators
can continue to fulfill their undercover investigations is a safe manner.
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1. Approved a capital asset purchase of two vehicles in an amount not to
exceed $56,016; and

2. Approved the necessary budget adjustments per the attached AUD 308
(4/5ths Vote Required).






